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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Tlio listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, further comprising the act 
of receiving, from the remote device, information representing a television signal provider that is 
lo broadcast the one or more television programs to he recorded by the interactive television 
system, wherein the television signal provider has been selected at the remote device m response 
to input received at the remote device. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 3, further comprising, prior 
to the act of receiving information representing a television signal provider, the act of 
transmitting, to the remote device, information identifying a plurality of television signal 
providers that are capable of broadcasting television programs to the interactive television 
system* 

5. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the server 
communicates with the remote device through an Tntcmct connection, 

6. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule includes a lime, date and duration of the one or more television programs that are to he 
recorded. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule include transmission source information that enables the interactive television system to 
tunc to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs arc encoded. 
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8. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the transmission 
source information identifies at least one of a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and a 
satellite channel through which the one or more signals is to be received by the interactive 
television system. 

9-12 (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the act of 
receiving the program schedule comprises an act of accessing a web page from the server. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the web page 
identifies at least one television signal provider corresponding to a location of the interactive 
television system. 

15. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, further comprising the 

acts of: 

prior to sending the first request, receiving user input at the computing device 
selecting a television signal provider associated with a location of the interactive 
television system; and 

transmitting information representing the selection of the television signal 
provider to the server. 

16-26. (Canceled) 

27, (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the programming schedule identifies a time, dale and duration of the one or more 
television programs to be recorded. 
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28. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as rccilcd in claim 50, 
wherein the programming schedule includes transmission source information that enables the 
interactive television system to tune to one or more signals in which the one or more selected 
television programs arc encoded. 

29. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 28, 
wherein the transmission source information identifies at least one of a television broadcast 
channel, a cable channel, and a satellite channel through which the one or more signals is to be 
received by the interactive television system. 

30. (Previously PresenLcd) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the computing device and the server are connected through an Internet connection, 

31-36. (Canceled) 
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37, (Currently Amended) In an interactive television system that includes a 
computing system and a recording device that is configured to record television programs, and 
wherein 1he interactive television system is conneclable by means of the computing system to a 
server that is collectable to a network, a method for enabling the server to control the recording 
of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, the method 

comprising the acts of: 

receiving at t he se rver*, vcflijcsL from a co m puting system to a ccess, a 

program ming homc naae: 

m_responfio to th e request to a ccess the p rogramming h umq>agc, providing the 
gomputiug. system acc ess to the p rog ramming h o mepage, the programm ing honicQuug 
itjentif^i^a plurality of television s ign al provider s; 

recei ving at the server, a s ele ction of an a p propriate o n e of the plura lity of 
television signa l providers; 

injresponse to the com puting system s electing th e a muopriatc j£^ 
provi der, and upon re ceiving a req ues t from the co mpu ting system f or a corresponding 

grogram_«£h^^ a 
programming *sclie*^^4hat-klentifies-Oftfr^MTOre ^<^i^w^rogram^he-r^He^^iHg 
made^U-Uic< compvrtmg^ys^ server providing the 

programming schedule to the computing system; 
j receiving, at the server, an identification provided from the computing system of 

one or more television programs to be recorded, the one or more television programs to 
be recorded having been selected from a display of the programming schedule at the 
computing system ; and 

in response to the one or more television programs being identified for recording, 
the server, downloading recording instructions to the interactive television system so that 
the recording device will thereafter be set up to record the one or more selected television 
programs, wherein the recording instructions are downloaded from the server through at 
least one of a television signal and the internet. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include a record command for the recording device. 
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39. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 38, wherein the recording 
device is a VCR. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include the time, date and duration of the one or more television programs to be 
record ed. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include transmission information that enables the interactive television system to 
tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs to be recorded are 
encoded. 

42. (Previously Presented) A method as recited Ln claim 37, wherein the remote 
device comprises the computing system of the interactive television system. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the computing 
system and the recording device arc integrated into a single device. 
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44. (Previously Presented) In an interactive television system that includes a 
computing system and a recording device that is configured to record television programs, and 
wherein the interactive television system is cormectablc by means of the computing system to a 
server that is connectahlc to a network, a method for enabling the sewer to control the recording 
of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, the method 

comprising the acts of: 

sending, from the computing system-, a request to the server for a program 
schedule that identifies television programs that can be received by the interactive 
television system,, wherei n send in g the reques t for the prog ra m schedule includes: 

sending nn initial request from the computing svstcm for the server to pr ovide the 
c omputing system access a programming homepage, and wh erein in response to Lhe 
request to access t he program ming homepa ge^ the computi n g system is p rovided access 
tojdiej»^ranxni]ng home page which i dentifies a plura lit y of television signal provi ders: 

providing a sele ction of an appropriate one of the plura lit y of televisi on jifinal 
provide rs fr om the pr o gramm i n g homepage; 

receiving, at the computing system, the program schedule from the server^ 
wherein th e server pr o vides the prog ram schedu l e in response t o the comput ing system 
selectin g the ap pro priate television signat provider and p roviding a re q uest for the 
program schedule : 

displaying, at the computing system, the program schedule after it is received 
from the server; 

receiving, at the computing system, a user selection of one or more television 
programs from the program schedule; 

sending, from the computing system, a request to the remote server for the 
selected one or more television programs to be recorded; 

receiving, at the interactive television system, and in response to the request for 
the one or more television programs to be recorded, recording instructions that will cause 
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the recording device of the interactive television system to be set up to record the one or 
more selected television programs, wherein the recording instructions arc received from 
the server through at least one of a television signal and the internet. 

45. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the recording 
instructions include a record command for the recording device. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 45, wherein the recording 
device is a VCR. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the recording 
instructions include at least one of the time, date, duration and tuning instructions corresponding 
to the one or more television programs to be recorded. 

48. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the computing 
device comprises part of the interactive television system. 

49. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the computing 
device and the recording device are integrated into a single device. 
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50. (Previously Presented) Tn an inlet-active television system that includes a 
computing system and a recording device thai is configured to record television programs, and 
wherein the interactive television system is connectable by means of the computing system to a 
server that is connectable to a network, a method for enabling the server to control the recording 
of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, a computer 

program product comprising: 

one or more computer-readable media having computer-executable instructions 
for implementing a method for enabling the server to control the recording of one or 
more television programs that arc selected by the computing device and that arc recorded 
by the recording device of the interactive television system, the method including the acts 
of: 

sending, f rom the computing system, a rcqiiest to the server for a p _roi4mm 
schedule t h at identifies television programs that can be received b y the interactive 
television s vstcim wherein sendin g the request for the progr am schedule includes: 

p ending an in itia l request from the computing system for the serve r to provide the 
computin g system acc ess a programming homepage, and, wherein in rc spQ.ns.c_to the 
rcq u esl to acce ss the programming homepa ge, the com pu ting system is provided access 
to the progr amming, home p age which i dentifies a plu rality of telev ision signal providers: 

providing a selection o f a n appropri a te one of the pl urality of televisi on signal 
providers from the programming homepage; 

receivin g, at the compu t ing svstcm 1 the program schedule from the server , 
whe rein the ser ver provides t he program schedule in response to the comput ing system 
s electing the app ro priate t elevi sion signal provider and p rov iding a request for the 
■ ' progr am s chedule: 

dis playing, a t th e computing sy stem, the pro gra m schedule afte r it is received 
from the s erver; 

rccoiyiug . at the computi n g system, a use r selection of one or more television 
progr ams from the progra m s chedule: 

sendi ng, from the com puting system, a request to th e remote server for the 
select ed one or more television programs to be recorded: 
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rec eiving, a t the iute xactive television sys tem, and in res po nse to the request for 
the one o r more television progmmsJoMim^ 

recording device of the intera ct ive Lclcvi sion system to be set un to record the one or 
more selected televisio n programs, wherein t he record in gJnsiruct ions are rcc elycdjrom 
t!^L^lI^rJJil r ^-Mg } j- a t lensi Q»cof » televisi o n signal and the inte rnet 

scftdmgr^r<>m4h^ for a progr am 

$t4i*xlukHhftf^^ prog rEm^Htt^ai^e^ef vcd by the inlo raetive 

tolwisiottsyskwf 

recei ving, at t he- comput mg -sy stem, the - pr ogram schedule from ih e^seryet- 
dti^>layingr^-4hfe-eomp utmg r . y stefflr4h^-pro^ia-seh6du lc aAcr it is 
reeemxl-fro m the serve r;- 

f^ewi»gr-aMl^cQm[Mrim^ysten ^ a uge r^ele€4km-e-r-one-or-moie 
televistefi-pftigra ffls from th e p rogrnm i s ohB dnte? 

saKfe^ronvthe^emp^ng -sy stem, a r equest4€Hfre-remote sei= vcr for Lhc 
selec ted one o r- mere televisio n-pr ograms to b e- rccorded; 

receivi ng, at th ^tntetaetfve--4el&vjs ion syst €m,-aBd-4fl^^pc»r»se-'^&-"tl>e 

fHStructi^^iat^ill-efttise^he-recof ding dovic e~o f the int er a&tive -television 

wherein tlie-i^eeefd^^g-instmcti ons are re ceiv ed from th e-serveiK-h rongh at leant 
on e of a televisiotv& ignn l and tho in ternet? 
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51. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the act of receiving the program schedule comprises an act of accessing a web page 
from the server. 

52. (Previously Prcscnled) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include a record command for the recording device, 

53. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 52, 
wherein the recording device is a VCR. 

54. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include the time, date and duration of the one or more 
television programs to be recorded. 

55. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include transmission information that enables the interactive 
television system to tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs to 
be recorded are encoded. 

56. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the remote device comprises the computing system of the interactive television system, 

57. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the computing system and the recording device are integrated in a single device. 
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58. (Previously Presented) In an interactive television system that includes a 
computing system and a recording device that is configured to record television programs, and 
wherein the interactive television system is conncctable by means of the computing system to a 
server that is conncctable to a network, a method for enabling the server to control the recording 
of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, a computer 

program product comprising: 

one or more computer-readable media having computer-executable instructions 
for implementing a method for enabling the server to control the recording of one or 
more television programs that arc selected by the computing device and that arc recorded 
by the recording device of the interactive television system, the method including the acts 
or: 

rt^mvin^ at the server, a request from a comput in g system to access a 

programm i ng home page; 

in^ res ponse to the req ue st to access t h e programming homepage, p ro viding the 
gManUing system a ccess to t he programm ing homepage, the programming, homepage 
identifyi ng a plur ali ty of televi si on signal pro viders; 

receivin g, at the s erver, a s el ection of an appropriate on e of the plurality of 
televisi on signal p r oviders: 

jgjgspons c to the computing syst e m selecting th e a ppropriate tele vision signal 
Ijrgyid er. and up o n receiving a request from the computing s ystem for a corresponding 
prog ram sched ule , the server providing the p ro gramming schedule to the comp uting 
sy stem; 

rec eiving, at t he s erver, an identi fi cation provided f rom the comp uting system_of 
one o r more tel ev ision programs to be recorded, the one or more te l evision programs to 
be rec orded havi ng been selected fr om a display of the programming sc hed ule at the 
com puting syst em : and 

in res po nse to the one or more television pro g rams being identifie d f(?r recotdm& 
the serv er, do wnloading rec or ding instructions to t he interactive television syst em so tha t 
the ■ rec ording device will thereafter b e set up to record the on e or more selccLed television 
Hl^gtan is*, wherein the recording instructions arc downloaded from the se rve r through a t 
least o ne of a t elevision sign al and the internet. 
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receivfeg-aMhe-seiwr^^ s ys t em fof-a 



programming sefceduleHrt4>^omfHH^ 

in -respense -te-the- one-e^-moi o tclevisi on-pregraFas be ing id efrttfiect-fep 

are-dewfttended^fa^ at lo ast-we^^tele viQion signal a sd-the 




tin _ fTfii n i^i i i i n * T 



internet ? 
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59. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the recording instructions include a record command Tor the recording device. 

60. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 59 
wherein the recording device is a VCR. 

61. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the recording instructions include at least one of the time, date, duration and tuning 
instructions corresponding to the one or more television programs to be recorded, 

62. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the computing device comprises part of the interactive television system, 

63. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the computing device and the recording device are integrated into a single device, 1 

64. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the request for a 
programming schedule is received at an Internet web site through the use of a conventional Web 
browser. 

65. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule is provided through a web page of the server. 

66. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 65, wherein prior to 
providing the programming schedule, user input is received at the web page identifying a 
television programming provider. 

67. , (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 65, wherein access to the web 
progra mming homepage nage-is accessible only after screening a user via a password. 
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68. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions are embedded in and received with the television programs. 

69. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
information is made available to the user based on a determination of at least one of a caller ID, 
area code and phone number of the user. 

70. (New) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein appropriate programming 
information to be sent to the computing system within the programming schedule is based on 
determining a locality of a user's modem. 

7 1 . (New) A method as recited in claim 70, wherein the locality of the user's modem 
is determined according to a caller TD. 

72. (New) A method as recited in claim 69, wherein the locality of the user's 
modem is determined according to a phone number. 

73. (New) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein subsequent to downloading 
recording instructions, the server transmits data comprising an end-of VCR control information 
to the computing system. 

74. (New) A method as recited in claim 68, wherein the recording instructions arc 
embedded in and received with the television programs by being inserted in special television 
channel. 

75. (New) A method as recited in claim 68, wherein the recording instructions are 
embedded in and received with the television programs by being inserted as a binary ASCII- 
format character string that is assigned specific control functions. 
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